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Richard Alleyne (20 May 2010). Scientist Craig Venter creates life for first time in laboratory sparking debate about 'playing god'.
Telegraph. Available at :
www.telegraph.co.uk/science/7745868/Scientist-Craig-Venter-creates-life-for-first-time-inlaboratory-sp Cience
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“The data we present here demonstrate that a telomere-to-telomere fusion of
ancestral chromosomes occurred, leaving a patho-gnomonic relic at band 2q13.
This fusion accounts for the reduction of 24 pairs of chromosomes in thegreat
apes (chimpanzee, orangutan and gorilla) to 23 in modern human and must,
therefore, have been a relatively recent event. Comparative cytogenetic studies in

mammalian species indicate that Robertsonian changes have played a major role in
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karyotypeevolution (23,24). This study demonstrates that telomere-telomere fusion,
rather than translocation after chromosome breakage, isresponsiblefor the evolution

of human chromosome 2 from ancestral ape chromosomes.”
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IJdo et al., Origin of human chromosome 2: an ancestral telomere-telomere ( . http://www.pnas.org/cgi/reprint/88/20/9051.pdf:)fusion /BL
455@"@;&bﬁgéﬁ)’/finyyc/f;4wié(&))}:|)u€!gwgf}!J@%ﬁ&;ﬁgmffé.{ el Gl F152

. 5 . - P P ’ " .
Uy L e PSR S IR a0 s i S A1Li(194814 802 Flu) 4545 3



ce ol Sl red e (2013/09/14) sUA SF 4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wySVojm2x3Q
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“All but two (CERV 1/PTERV1 and CERV 2) of the 42 families of chimpanzee endogenous retroviruses

were found to have orthologs in humans”
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McDonald et al., Identification, characterization and comparative genomics of :(sl) -1
http://genomebiology.com/2006/7/6/R51 (chimpanzee endogenous retroviruses)
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“Whenl contracted malaria in West Africa in 1989, that was despite having
taken the recommended prophylaxis (chloroquine). Randomly occurring natural
variations in the genome of the malarial parasite, subjected to selection over many
years of heavy use of chloroquine in that part of the world, had ultimately resulted
in a pathogen that was resistant to the drug, and therefore spread rapidly. Similarly,
rapid evolutionary changes in the HIV virus that causes AIDS have provided a major
challenge for vaccine development, and are the major cause of ultimate relapse in

those treated with drugs against AIDS. Even more in the public eye, the fears of a
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pandemic influenza outbreak from the H5N1 strain of avian flu are based upon the

high likelihood that the current strain, devastating as it already is to chickens and a
few humans who have had close contact with them, will evolve into a form that

spreads easily from person to person. Truly it can be said that not only biology but

medicine would be impossible to understand without the theory of evolution.”
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“The study of genomes leads inexorably to the conclusion that we humans

share a common ancestor with other living things.”

_ujLE;M‘j:%ULﬁlgz./ﬁw'(UU’)fsz‘-%{gu’Ulfﬂd(&K(!df
“This evidence alone does not, of course, prove a common ancestor; from a
creationist perspective, such similarities could simply demonstrate that God used
successful design principles over and over again. As we shall see, however, and as
was foreshadowed above by the discussion of "silent" mutations in protein-coding
regions, the detailed study of genomes has rendered that interpretation virtually

untenable—not only about all other living things, but also about ourselves.”
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“As a first example, let us look at a comparison of the human and mouse
genomes, both of which have been determined at high accuracy. The overall size of
the two genomes is roughly the same, and the inventory of protein-coding genes is

remarkably similar. But other unmistakable signs of a common ancestor quickly
appear when one looks at the details.”
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JLL t’/}; wuﬁjm,gm,gt{;f.a L&,‘JJ(!:’.W‘/.‘.-LL (o Lf;vvgdﬁ ui;»}:’ Ku}:.’fjj}rdf)/?/}"gjgiﬁ%;
fJiL(}&ufhéu;}»
“Unless one is willing to take the position that God has placed these decapitated
AREs in these precise positions to confuse and mislead us, the conclusion of a

common ancestor for humans and mice is virtually inescapable. This kind of recent

genome data thus presents an overwhelming challenge to those who hold to the idea

that all species were created ex nihilo”
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“When one compares chimp and human, occasional genes appear that are

clearly functional in one species but not in the other, because they have acquired one

or more deleterious mutations.”
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“The human gene known as caspase-12, for instance, has sustained several
knockout blows, though it is found in the identical relative location in the chimp.
The chimp caspase-12 gene works just fine, as does the similar gene in nearly all
mammals, including mice. If humans arose as a consequence of a supernatural act
of special creation, why would God have gone to the trouble of inserting such a

nonfunctional gene in this precise location?”
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“At this point, godless materialists might be cheering. If humans evolved

strictly by mutation and natural selection, who needs God to explain us? To this, |

reply: 1 do.”

RSl e fSatn IR e d L3 Sentlon FA Il et

“The comparison of chimp and human sequences, interesting as it is, does not
tell us what it means to be human. In my view, DNA sequence alone, even if

accompanied by a vast trove of data on biological function, will never explain certain

special human attributes, such as the knowledge of the Moral Law and the universal
s e fE168 T g drie L I3 et P Lz b g 2 s e AL Ul

" enfId ol §UIE . Untli s 126 IS SN2 70 Ul

Excerpts from Chapter 5 (Collins, Language of God)Iiﬂ' -1
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search for God. Freeing God from the burden of special acts of creation does not
remove Him as the source of the things that make humanity special, and of the

universe itself. It merely shows us something of how He operates.”
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